
Commercial tobacco-related deforestation, single-use plastics,
and hazardous waste threaten our planet. After today’s lesson,
students will understand how commercial tobacco products harm
the environment and how the tobacco industry continues to 

 "greenwash" their image.



Tobacco 101-
Environmental
Impacts
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Learning Objectives

After this lesson, students will be able to:
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Summarize key facts about how tobacco products
harm the environment; and
Define the term "Greenwashing" and how the
tobacco industry uses it to protect their image.  

Computer with internet access or computer with USB drive that contains
the three videos used in this chapter.
Copies of Environmental Impacts factsheet
Copies of the newspaper article
Paper
Writing utensils
Whiteboard markers

Ov
er

vi
ew

 o
f L

es
so

n



Warm-up and Introduction: 5 minutes
Video & Discussion: 25 minutes
Factsheet & Discussion: 10 minutes
'Greenwashing' Activity: 15 minutes
Exit Ticket: 5 minutes
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Prepare the warm-up question to be ready for the students as they walk into class.
Double-check the sound for the video. If streaming the video from YouTube, ensure you
have a working internet connection.
Have the discussion questions posted on the board.

Total Time: 60 minutes

2

https://abcnews.go.com/Business/accuses-tobacco-industry-greenwashing-report/story?id=84602120


Warm Up Activity and Introduction Total Time: 5 minutes

Before the students arrive, have the following questions projected on the
board:

How often do you see litter on the ground? What kinds of litter do you see most often?
What do you think happens to that litter over time?

Notes
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Ask for three student volunteers to share. 



Videos and Discussion Total Time: 25 minutes

Before playing the videos, ask the students to listen for things that surprise
them.

The  Earth is Not Disposable: Nicotine Vape Waste (3:47)
       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kdP_Jw_Q9EQ&t=227s

After each video finishes, have students discuss the following questions
with people at their table or in groups:

What types of tobacco product litter have you seen in your community? 
In the video, we saw how many different ways commercial tobacco is
harmful to the environment. What surprised you most? 
How did the video make you feel? 
What's your reaction towards the tobacco industry after learning how they
harm the environment?

Notes

4

Tobacco and the Environment (7:18) 
       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9-Y_lVE9xLQ&t=334s

Tobacco: Threat to Our Environment (4:00) 
       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bs4Aoolq5aI



Factsheet and Discussion Total Time: 10 minutes

Have a student pass out the Environmental Impacts factsheet (next page).

Ask students to read through the factsheet.

After students have finished reading the document, ask them to turn and
tell their neighbor one thing they learned from the factsheet that surprised
them. Allow two minutes for this mini-discussion.

Call students back together and ask for volunteers to share what they
learned with the larger group.

If students aren’t volunteering responses, ask the following questions to
prompt responses. Give students some time to think before you jump in
with a response.

What surprised you most from the factsheet?
How do you feel about the tobacco industry's tactic of greenwashing?
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'Greenwashing' Activity Total Time: 15 minutes

Supply copies of the article WHO accuses tobacco industry of
'greenwashing' in new report by Tracy J. Wholf and Eric Fayeulle
https://abcnews.go.com/Business/accuses-tobacco-industry-greenwashing-report/story?id=84602120

Have students pass out copies of the article and highlighters.

Allow students to independently read the article. 

Where have you heard the term 'greenwashing' before? 
What are some of the environmental impacts discussed in this
article?
Whose responsibility do you think it is to help fix this problem?
Do you think the tobacco industry is doing enough to reduce the
environmental impact of their products? How could the tobacco
industry reduce the environmental impact of their products?
Can you think of other examples of the tobacco industry being
dishonest?

At this point, the goal is for the facilitator to let the students talk as much
as possible. Ask the following questions to keep the discussion moving:
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Once students have completed reading the article, ask the students to
summarize the article. 



Notes
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Exit Ticket Total Time: 5 minutes

Post the following question on the board and have students write their
answers on a piece of scrap paper and include their name. Have students
hand in this paper before they leave for the day.

What steps do you think we should take to decrease the harm that
commercial tobacco and vapes have on the environment, and hold the
tobacco industry accountable for the harm their products have done to the
environment?

Notes
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