


After this lesson, students will be able to:

e Summarize key facts about how tobacco products
harm the environment; and

e Define the term "Greenwashing" and how the
tobacco industry uses it to protect their image.

e Computer with internet access or computer with USB drive that contains
the three videos used in this chapter.

e Copies of Environmental Impacts factsheet

e Copies of the newspaper article

e Paper

e Writing utensils

e Whiteboard markers

e Warm-up and Introduction: 5 minutes

e Video & Discussion: 25 minutes
e Factsheet & Discussion: 10 minutes Wofal Tive: b0 Minufes
e 'Greenwashing' Activity: 15 minutes

e [Exit Ticket: 5 minutes

e Prepare the warm-up question to be ready for the students as they walk into class.

¢ Double-check the sound for the video. If streaming the video from YouTube, ensure you
have a working internet connection.

e Have the discussion questions posted on the board.



https://abcnews.go.com/Business/accuses-tobacco-industry-greenwashing-report/story?id=84602120

Total Time: b minutes

Before the students arrive, have the following questions projected on the
board:

e How often do you see litter on the ground? What kinds of litter do you see most often?
e What do you think happens to that litter over time?

Ask for three student volunteers to share.

Notes




Total Time: 25 minutes

Before playing the videos, ask the students to listen for things that surprise
them.

e The Earth is Not Disposable: Nicotine Vape Waste

e Tobacco and the Environment

e Tobacco: Threat to Our Environment

After each video finishes, have students discuss the following questions
with people at their table or in groups:

e What types of tobacco product litter have you seen in your community?

e |n the video, we saw how many different ways commercial tobacco is
harmful to the environment. What surprised you most?

e How did the video make you feel?

e What's your reaction towards the tobacco industry after learning how they
harm the environment?

Notes
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Have a student pass out the Environmental Impacts factsheet (next page).
Ask students to read through the factsheet.

After students have finished reading the document, ask them to turn and
tell their neighbor one thing they learned from the factsheet that surprised
them. Allow two minutes for this mini-discussion.

Call students back together and ask for volunteers to share what they
learned with the larger group.

If students aren't volunteering responses, ask the following questions to
prompt responses. Give students some time to think before you jump in
with a response.

e What surprised you most from the factsheet?
e How do you feel about the tobacco industry's tactic of greenwashing?




HOW DO VAPES HARM THE ENVIRONMENT?

Vaping is not only harmful to your health, it is also harmful to the health of our
planet. The production, manufacturing and disposal of vapes cause destruction and
pollution that will have a lasting impact on Earth if we don't take action!

DEFORESTATION HAZARDOUS WASTE

Most nicotine comes Vapes are considered hazardous waste,
from tobacco plants.® meaning vapes cannot be thrown in the
Millions of trees are cut regular trash or recycling bin. Improper
down every year by the disposal harms our environment.
tobacco industry so they
can plant more tobacco.?

GREENHOUSE GASES HARMFUL CONTENTS

The manufacturing of vapes and Vapes contain nicotine, which is hazardous waste.
deforestation from commercial Improper disposal of nicotine can poison humans
tobacco farms contribute to an and wildlife, and pollute our soil and water. *
increase in greenhouse gases like
carbon dioxide. High greenhouse Vapes also contain lithium ion batteries. If
gas emissions have been linked to batteries are improperly disposed of, they can leak
climate change.”.8 chemicals and pollute our soil and water as they
degrade. Improperly disposed batteries have even
caused fires in garbage and recycling trucks! ®

THEY'RE WASTE!

Vapes are thrown out more frequently than before due to the rise in
popularity of disposable vapes. Vapes are made with metals,
chemicals and plastic, and these materials can take hundreds of
years to decompose.’




DON'T LET THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY FOOL YOU!

The tobacco industry (which includes the vape industry) has a history of pretending to be
environmentally friendly when they're really not. This is called "greenwashing."
Here are some examples...

Tobacco companies occasionally host
trash clean-up events...!

Tobacco companies claim to plant trees...*

Tobacco companies use words like "natural" and
"earth-friendly" to market some of their
products...®
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Supply copies of the article WHO accuses tobacco industry of
'‘greenwashing’ in new report by Tracy J. Wholf and Eric Fayeulle

https.//abcnews.go.com/Business/accuses-tobacco-industry-greenwashing-report/story?id=84602120

Have students pass out copies of the article and highlighters.

Allow students to independently read the article.

Once students have completed reading the article, ask the students to
summarize the article.

At this point, the goal is for the facilitator to let the students talk as much
as possible. Ask the following questions to keep the discussion moving:

e Where have you heard the term 'greenwashing' before?

e What are some of the environmental impacts discussed in this
article?

e Whose responsibility do you think it is to help fix this problem?

e Do you think the tobacco industry is doing enough to reduce the
environmental impact of their products? How could the tobacco
industry reduce the environmental impact of their products?

e Can you think of other examples of the tobacco industry being
dishonest?



Notes
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WHO accuses tobacco industry of
‘greenwashing’ in new report

The report cutlines Big Tobacco's attempts to improve its image.
ByvTracy J. Wholf and Eric Fayeulle

May 12, 2022, 10:28 AM
Share

Smoke plume rises abaove Santa Fe foresl fire

Thez Uinied Stales Forest Service shared foolage of smoke plumes ard ofer fire acfiviy ke from Highesy 253 in
Mew Bbexioo.

Companies hke Bratish American Tobaceo and Philip Morns Intemational don’t typecally conse
to mind as environmental stewards. But a new report from the World Health Organization and
STOP, a global tobacco watchdog, outlines how the tobaceo mdusiry has been working 1o
rehabalitate its image by showcasing sustanability efforis that cnites claim 15 a form of

||.! IE! I“II ill- IE—H-

The term, which refers to a form of disinformation published by an organization 1o appear 1o be
environmentally friendly, 15 a common practice m numerous mdustres.

“This kind of activaty gives the impression that the tobacco industry 15 socially amd
environmentally responsible” the report wams. “Yet this industry 15 causing an mcalculable toll



on health to smokers, non-smokers and farmers. And not only 15 tobaceo harming humans, it s
also damaging the environment.”

In this Dec. 6, 2021, file photo, a farmer carnes a chammsaw at a coca plantation after cutiing
down trees to plant coca i Guaviare departrment, Colombaa.
Haul Arbadeda’ AFF via Gelty Images, FILE

The report says its goal 15 to call on governments o ban tobaceo industry greenwashing and 1o
avoid partnerships with cigaretie companies engaged in enviroamental activites that could
promote the indusiry & an environmental pariner.

The website of Batish Amencan Tobacco (BAT), for example, promotes news rebeases with
headlines such az, “BAT in Dow Jones Sustamability Indsces for 20th Comecutive Year™ and
“BAT recognized as Climate Leader by the Financial Tomes ™

Plalip Morms Intemational (PMI) has a full sustaisability landing page on its website that
outlmes everything from a low-carbon transition plan to “achseving a smoke-free futre™ that the
cormpany says can be done in a sustainable manner.

Burt critacs have posnted owt that many environmental, socal and governance (ESG) rankings and
accreditations, like the ones BAT and PMI promote on their websites, rarely consader a
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company' s end-product or service, in this case, ignoring the fact that whaceo products are
harmful to human health, according to the report.

The report says there ane more than 600 different ways 1o asaess corporate ESG activity and thenz
are oo global, standardized disclosure requirements for companies o follow, which means
businesses can edit sustainabality data to promote a favorable outcome.

PMI declined 1o comment on the report because the company said it had not reviewed it yei

"Some well-funded anti-tobacos lobbying proups with strong links w WHO are commired to
shutting down debate amd closang doors to cooperative efforts that cn drive better outeomes for
the world, We take a different approach. Philip Mosms Intemational (PMI) s fully in favoer of
complete disclosune and encourages open and bomsest, fact-based dalogue with all stakeholders ™
the company sid in a statement 1o ABC News.

The statement added, “The company regulady shanes updates on our sustamability objectives and
achievements at PMLcom/sustaimability. Owr Integrated Report 2020 shows the progress we are
making toward a world without cigarettes. (The company®s fortheomang Integrated Report 2021
will be published on May 17, 2022)"

BAT did not imesediately respond to a request for comment from ABC Mews,

In addation to the grecnwashing examples, the report highlights the ecological impact of the
tobaceo industry. Annaally, 3 million toms of tobasceo leaf 13 grown globally to produce 6
trillioa cigareties, the report nobes.

It takes about 22 billon tons of water o grow the global crop, or the equivalent of 8.8 millwn
Olympic-sized swinmang pools, often in places whene water is lomited, the report says. Inis
estimated that nearly 1.5 billion scres of global forest have been lost to tobaceo farming since the
19N, aceording to the report.



In this undated stock photo, a ciganetie butt 15 shown in the sand on a beach.
STOCK PHOTO Getty Images

Electronmic cigareties are no less friendly 1o the earth, the report says.

The report nodes that “e-cigandte waste is potentially 4 mons serwons envirommental threat than
ciganeite bubls since e-cagareites introduce plastc, nicotine salis, heavy metals, lead, mercury,
and flammable lthinm-iwon battenes imnto waterways, souls and o wildlife.™

Among 15 recommendations, the report savs it i calling on all govemmenis, especially those
who are members of the WHO's Framework Convention on Tobaceo Control o ban
groenwashing activities. 118 also calling on enviroamental amd sustaimability acereditalion
organizations ool 1o endorse mdustry greenwashing or provide awards 1o the tobacco indusiry.
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Total Time: b minutes

Post the following question on the board and have students write their
answers on a piece of scrap paper and include their name. Have students
hand in this paper before they leave for the day.

e What steps do you think we should take to decrease the harm that
commercial tobacco and vapes have on the environment, and hold the
tobacco industry accountable for the harm their products have done to the
environment?

Notes
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